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Section 182. Members are subject to trial and sanction by the Chapter’s High Tribunal for violating 
their membership obligations in one of the following ways: 

 Offenses against statutory law, crimes, felonies and misdemeanors. 
 Offenses against host institution policy 
 Offenses against the charter, bylaws, administrative policies and procedures of the 

Fraternity. 
 Offenses against the bylaws of any chapter. 
 Offenses generally which involve violation of obligations. 
 Misrepresentation of eligibility for initiation of himself or another member. 
 Causing to be written or printed, or revealing in any manner whatsoever, any of the secret 

work of the Fraternity. 
 Being knowledgeable of a member’s violation of any of the preceding and not reporting 

such. 
(Added by the 2013 Grand Chapter) 

Section 185. Chapter Standards Board/High Tribunal: 
A. Each chapter shall be required to have a Standards Board, known as the High Tribunal. 

The High Tribunal is tasked with the following: 
 (In EGP Chapters and Colonies) it shall determine when a member or new 

member is ready to move to the next EGP Challenge. 
 Ensure the presence of the Ritual in everyday chapter life. 
 Plan the performance and study of the Ritual, and maintenance of all Ritual 

equipment. 
 Enforce both Grand Chapter and local chapter bylaws, uphold chapter standards, 

and resolve disputes among brothers. 
 Hold trials and coordinate appeals for brothers in violation of bylaws or chapter 

standards. 
 Review proper risk management practices before events. 
 Set and work to achieve SMART goals (specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, 

and timely) for the Executive Board and Chapter to work toward achieving. 
B. Composition of the High Tribunal: 

 The High Tribunal standing membership shall be the Chapter Consul, Custos, and 
Magister. 

 Up to the three further members shall be elected from at large by the chapter. The 
identities of the three non-standing members shall remain a matter of record only 
for the Consul, Custos, and Magister who shall oversee the election, and who must 
retain the vote totals and secret ballots. This is so impartial decisions may be made 
without fear of reprisal. 

 The election procedures are as follows: At a general meeting, the Consul shall ask 
for each active member to write the name of three active members who they would 
elect to the standards board. The votes shall be collected and tallied by the Custos, 
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Consul, and Magister. The three men with the most votes shall be elected for a 
term equal to the term of an Executive Board member. 

 The Custos shall chair the High Tribunal, and is entrusted with ensuring that the 
standing members carry out the necessary public actions of the Tribunal’s duties. 
The rationale for this is that the rituals of Tau Delta Phi are central to chapter 
success and administration, so therefore all of the above actions necessitate a flow 
from the men responsible for the chapter’s rituals and for upholding the rituals’ 
values. 

C. Membership Hearings: 
 The following shall be the procedures for hearings before the High Tribunal: 

o The accused person shall be tried during the course of a regular chapter 
meeting, before Good and Welfare but after adjournment with the Chapter 
Custos chairing the meeting, after the accused shall have been notified in a 
suitable fashion by the Consul of his offense. 

o The Charges shall be read to the accused. 
o A Plea of Responsible or Not Responsible is given by the accused member. 
o If the plea is Responsible, the chapter may ask such questions as are 

necessary to determine culpability and appropriate sanction. 
o If the plea is not responsible, the individual shall be given the opportunity 

to make an opening statement. 
o Presentation of Evidence shall commence. 
o Q&A by the chapter. 
o The High Tribunal shall meet later, at another time, outside of the chapter 

meeting, to determine responsibility or non-responsibility to the Standard 
of Preponderance of the Evidence by simple majority vote. 

o The High Tribunal shall also create sanctions if the finding is responsible. 
D. The meeting is held in front of the whole chapter so that the hearing is public, and the 

high tribunal adjourns to deliberate separate from the chapter similar to how a jury would 
do so. 

E. Decisions by the High Tribunal are binding, and may only be overturned by a two-thirds 
majority vote of the chapter. The Standard Board has at its disposal, the following penalties 
when a member has violated his membership obligations: 

 Reprimand or censure. 
 Imposition of a fine to a maximum of $250. 
 Denial of specific privileges. 
 Suspension for a definite time. 
 The Recommendation of Expulsion from the Fraternity to the National 

Headquarters (the member shall be suspended until such time as the expulsion 
hearing takes place). 

F. Additionally, in place of a penalty, the Standards Board may also decide to create 
benchmarks for a brother to complete, with the condition that a failure to do so would 
result in one of the penalties outlined above. 


